
 

Techfugees Conference 

December 2nd 2015  
Skills Matter, South Place, London 

 

9.00am Registration opens 

9.30am Introduction of Techfugees by Mike Butcher 

9.45am Introduction to Vodafone Foundation Instant Network – 
Techfugees Main Sponsor – providing communications in the 
immediate aftermath of a disaster 
 
Oisin Walston, Instant Network Programme Manager at Vodafone 
Foundation 
 

10.00am Presentation of the main challenges to tackle and innovate on by 
UNHCR. 
Gonzalo Vargas Llosa, UK representative of UNHCR 

10.20am UK Asylum Seeker speaking of the challenges on their journey 
to the UK 
Syrian Refugee of 27 & daughter of Afghan refugee family 
 

11am BREAK  

11.20am Short presentations by UK Institution/charities/NGOs of their 
work on the ground and challenges 

• Nando Sigona, Researcher on the refugee crisis at University 
of Birmingham 

• Tim Finch, Coordinator of the National Refugees Welcome 
Board 

• Alex Fraser, Head of Refugee Support and International Family 
Tracing 

• Colin Yeo, Immigration and asylum barrister, blogger of Free 
Movement Website 

• Stephen Hale, CEO of Refugee Action 
• Sabir Zazai, Director of Coventry Refugee & Migrant Centre 



 

Center 
• Alastair Murray, Director of Projects at Housing Justice 

 

12.30 BREAK LUNCH 

1.30pm Presentation of tech projects and teams by Mike Butcher 

1.50pm Pitches of Tech Teams 
5 minutes for each team to present their product 

1. Refugeesmap  
2. ClinicFinder  
3. Migreat 
4. Funzi  
5. MeshPoint  
6. MedShr  
7. CALM 
8. RefugeeAid 

3.20pm BREAK 

3.40pm Break out of teams into key topics and pairing with charity, 
organisations and mentors.  
 
 Table topics: 

1. Connectivity & Communications on the way:  
- mapping roads and family networks,  
- access to healthcare and emergency services 
 
2. Housing and Settlement 
- accommodation solutions 
- access to banking and finances 
 
3. Education  
- language learning 
- Scholarships & online studies 
 
4. Work 
- Job board 
- Recognition of skills & diplomas 
 
5. Legals 
- Asylum application processing,  
- Online certified ID and documents 

  



 

5pm – 
5.30pm 

Presentation of each table's work  
 
Breaks into drinks 

 
 
 
 
 


