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Speakers include: 
 

RCMP Superintendent John Brewer 
 

Jodie Millward 
Health Manager  

National Inquiry into the Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and Girls 

 

Lilian Wong 
Disability Alliance BC, Chinese Speaking  

Brain Injury Support Group 

 
Dr. Mel Kaushansky 
Registered Psychologist 

 
Dr. Sundeep S. Thinda 

Registered Psychologist 

 
General Registration 

$95.00 per person 
 (Group rates and subsidies are available) 

Exploring Cultural Considerations 
for Brain Injury Support  
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Agenda – Friday October 27, 2017 

8:00 am – 8:30 am  Registration, Continental Breakfast 
 
8:30 am – 8:15 am  Welcome Address – John Simpson 
 
8:45 am – 10:15 am  Superintendent John Brewer 
 
10:15 am – 10:45 am  Break 
 
10:45 am – 11:15 am   Dr. Mel Kaushansky 
 
11:15 am – Noon   Lillian Wong, RSW, MSW, MA 
     Working with Chinese Brain Injury Survivors 
 
Noon – 1:00 pm   Lunch 
 
1:00 pm – 2:00 pm  Dr. Sundeep S. Thinda 
     
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm  Jody Millward, M.A. 
     First Nations Health Authority 
 
3:00 pm -     Closing Comments 
 
 

Cascade Community Church 
35190 Delair Road, Abbotsford, BC 
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Speakers & Presentations 
Welcome Address - John Simpson  

Bio: John Simpson was born and educated in Dublin, Ireland and became 

involved in rehabilitation in 1969 as an insurance adjuster.  He was involved 

in the Rehabilitation Department of ICBC in 1979 and developed a keen 

interest in the area of brain injury.  In 1981, he began providing case 

management services through his own company, Simpson Rehab 

Management. John was a founding board member of the BC Head Injury 

Association in 1982 and served on the boards of the Canadian Paraplegic 

Association and Cheshire Homes Society.  He founded the Fraser Valley (East) 

Brain Injury Association in 1997 and although he retired in 2001, continues to 

serve in a variety of volunteer and consultant roles within the organization. 

  

John Simpson was a pioneer in the movement to improve services for people 

with acquired brain injuries. For over thirty-five years, he has advocated for 

families and survivors of brain injury, writing to and meeting with 

government officials, funders and service providers. Mr. Simpson was 

recognized in 2016 with the Governor General of Canada’s Caring Canadian 

Award for his work in the brain injury field. 

 

Presentation Title: First Nations Health Authority (FNHA) history, role and where we are going – Jodie Millward, M.A. 

  

This presentation will discuss the history of why the FNHA exists, how we came 

to be and where we are going.  We would like to discuss the importance of 

cultural awareness and sensitivity when working with Aboriginal populations; 

explore what role traditional and spiritual wellness plays in healing and outline 

barriers to Aboriginal people accessing services. 

  

Presenter: Jodie Millward is the Mental Wellness Advisor for the First Nations 

Health Authority in the Fraser Salish Region. She has recently become the 

Health Manager for the National Inquiry into the Missing and Murdered 

Indigenous Women and Girls as well.  

 

She is a Metis woman from Alberta who has been a visitor in this territory for 

the past 16 years.  She has had the honour of working with the FNHA for the 

past 2 ½ years.   

 

Jodie has a Masters in Counselling Psychology from Adler University and specializes in working with addictions and trauma 

in a way that combines the best of our western and indigenous ways of healing.    
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Presenter: Superintendent John Brewer,  
Officer in Charge Enhanced Community and Aboriginal Policing 
Services; “E” Division. 
 
Superintendent John Brewer joined the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police in March 1994. Over the course of his service, he has been 
assigned to duties ranging from General Duty to Aboriginal and 
Community Policing throughout British Columbia as well as 
International Policing in Afghanistan. 
 
He was first posted in Nanaimo, British Columbia in 1994 where he 
worked in General Duty, Drug Enforcement and Community Policing. 
In 2002 he received his first promotion and transferred to Richmond 
Detachment. In 2004, he was transferred to Elkford Detachment as the 
Detachment Commander. 
 
He was then promoted to Sergeant and moved to Victoria as the Advisory Non –Commissioned Officer for Aboriginal 
Policing on Vancouver Island. In 2007, a dispute arose on Spat Mountain between several First nations and developers of 
the Bear Mountain Resort near Victoria. At the time, this was the largest private development in Canada. He led the liaison 
and mediation between Five First Nations, The Developer, The Province of BC and the Municipality of Langford to a 
successful conclusion. Sgt. Brewer was awarded a Commanding Officers Commendation and British Columbia Meritorious 
Service Medal for mediating a peaceful settlement at Bear Mountain. In 2009 Chief Adam Dick, Hereditary Chief of 
Kwakwaka’wakw First Nations, honored him for his work in developing the RCMP procedures and policies of the Heritage 
Conservation Act of British Columbia. In a ceremony, at the Mungo Martin Big House in Victoria, Sgt. Brewer was adopted 
into Chief Dick’s Wolf Clan and given his traditional clan name. 
 
In 2008, he was commissioned to the rank of Inspector as the Officer in Charge of Operational Development Unit in 
Operations Strategy Branch. In 2010 he served as the NATO Senior Police Advisor in Afghanistan for the Afghanistan Border 
Police where he was awarded the United 
 
States Superior Service Medal for actions during his tour of duty. Upon returning to duty in British Columbia in 2011, he 
served as the Audit and Compliance Officer for “E” Division. In 2013, he became the Officer in Charge of “E” Division 
Professional Standards enforcing the RCMP discipline process in the province. In 2015, after serving as a Regional Duty 
Officer for the Lower Mainland District, he assumed role of Officer in Charge of “E” Division Aboriginal Policing Services and 
was promoted to Superintendent on September 01, 2016 as the Officer in Charge of Enhanced Community and Aboriginal 
Policing Services. 
 
Superintendent Brewer is a proud member of the Lower Simikameen Indian Band - Smalqmix. He was born in Penticton 
and raised in Princeton, British Columbia. The son of a logger, he lived and worked throughout Haida Gwaii, Vancouver 
Island and the Interior of British Columbia. He and his brother, Cole Brewer, are the most recent of four generations of 
RCMP members in his family. He is married to Wendy, who works as the Community Health Nurse for Tsawwassen.  
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Presenter: Dr. Mel Kaushansky has practiced as a Registered Psychologist in the Province of British Columbia since 1989, 
having completed a Ph.D. from Simon Fraser University. His specialty is in Neuropsychology, assessing children and adults 
with varying neurological disorders and typically planning rehabilitation programs to improve their functioning at home and 
in the community. He also holds a Master’s degree in Special Education, obtained in 1973, and has spent his working life 
addressing the needs of handicapped children and adults. He has also worked in private and public clinics in that capacity, 
as well as taught psychology in post-secondary settings within the Province. He has been qualified as an expert in the 
Supreme Court of British Columbia as well as in Washington State. 
  
Presentation: Working with Chinese Brain Injury Survivors – Lilian Wong, RSW, MSW, MA 
 
This presentation will focus on working with Chinese brain injury survivors and their families with respect to exploring 
culturally influenced health behaviours and discussing possible ways to improve cultural competency. 
 
Presenter: Lillian Wong, RSW, MSW, MA has facilitated the Vancouver Brain Injury Support Group since 1992 and the 
Chinese-speaking Brain Injury Support Group since 2005.  Her work as a social worker, counsellor and disability advocate 
offers her daily opportunities to work with culturally diverse disabled populations.  Born and raised in Vancouver of 
immigrant parents and herself a brain injury survivor, Lillian has the unique perspective of what living with a brain injury is 
like across two dissimilar cultures.  She presently works at the Disability Alliance BC. 
 

Presenter: Dr. Sundeep S. Thinda has worked in various roles as a Registered 
Psychologist in British Columbia, providing psychological assessment and treatment 
throughout the Metro Vancouver region since 2004. He was a rehabilitation 
psychologist at Back in Motion Rehab. for 7 years and has been in independent 
private practice since 2011. Dr. Thinda is also the founder and Clinical Director of 
Lifebalance Groups, a mental health group rehabilitation program in Surrey, BC that 
integrates yoga and fitness (in-house) with psychological treatment (English and 
Punjabi/Hindi). He is qualified as an expert in clinical and rehabilitation psychology 
in the Provincial and Supreme Courts of BC. He has also been an adjunct instructor 
in the Psychology Department at Kwantlen Polytechnic University for over a 
decade. He currently teaches the senior level Kwantlen Rehabilitation Psychology 
class.  
 
Dr. Thinda provides services in English, Punjabi, and Hindi and he has presented 
extensively on topics related to clinical and rehabilitation psychology including 
cultural considerations in treatment. 
 

Dr. Thinda will be speaking about brain injury and disability in the Indo Canadian community. 
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Thank you to all of our Sponsors: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Murphy Battista LLP 
 
We represent injured people in complex personal injury and insurance cases. We are a 
leading personal injury law firm with offices in Vancouver, Surrey, Kelowna, and Vernon. We 
serve clients across western Canada. Our success, on behalf of our clients, is based on three 
key elements: 

 A thorough understanding of personal injury and insurance law. 
 Over 30 years experience evaluating and proving complex facts involving highly 

specialized topics in medicine and rehabilitation. 
 An emphasis on helping clients achieve the most complete recovery possible across 

the full range of their financial, physical and emotional needs. 
https://www.murphybattista.com/ 
 

Slater Vecchio, LLP 
 
If you or a loved one is: 

 injured in an accident 
 suffering from pain due to the negligence of someone else 
 hurt by unsafe premises 

 
Our experience, resources, and expertise have produced a number of multi-million 
dollar settlements and trial awards. Client centered service is one of our main priorities 
and our goal is to maximize your recovery. 
 
Contact any of our knowledgeable personal injury lawyers to discuss your case. 
http://www.slatervecchio.com  

Simpson Thomas & Associates 
 
If you or a loved one has been injured in a motor vehicle accident you 
require a legal team that is knowledgeable, objective, highly regarded, 
and service orientated to help you with your ICBC claim. Simpson, 
Thomas & Associates is an experienced personal injury law firm with a 
strong team of lawyers who will provide you with the assistance and 
guidance you need. 

https://www.simpsonthomas.com/ 
 

mailto:info@fvbia.org
http://www.fvbia.org/
https://www.murphybattista.com/contact/vancouver-office
https://www.murphybattista.com/contact/surrey-office
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This workshop is seeking approval for Continuing Education Credits through the 
Vocational Rehabilitation Association of Canada (VRA) http://vracanada.com 

 

Workshop Registration 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Affiliation/Firm:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ____________________________________________ Prov. /State: ______ Country: __________________  
 
Postal/Zip: _________________ Phone: _______________________________________________Ext: _______ 
 
Fax: _________________________Email:  ________________________________________________________ 

 
Special Dietary Needs:  _______________________ Receipt required. ____________________   
 

 Full Day Workshop (8:30 am to 5:00 pm)     $  95.00 each 
 Group Rate (5 or more)       $  85.00 each 
 Post-Secondary Students       $  45.00 each 
 FVBIA Members with ABI       $  20.00 each 
 FVBIA Members (Family)       $  30.00 each 
 Non-members with ABI & Family       $  30.00 each 

 
      Total Enclosed   $______________ 

 
Online Registration and payment: https://culturalconsiderationsworkshop.eventbrite.ca/  

*Please include cheques with registration form*.  Cheques payable to Fraser Valley Brain Injury Association  
201-2890 Garden Street, Abbotsford, BC, V2T 4W7 

For information, contact 604-557-1913 or 1-866-557-1913 Fax:  604-850-2527 
Email: info@fvbia.org  Website www.fvbia.org 

 

For Office Use Only 
  Receipt issued         Added to workshop email list 
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Sponsor and Exhibitor Categories 

Partner ($2500) 
Recognition in FVBIA newsletter  
Recognition on FVBIA website and Facebook page 
Logo in advertising materials 
Logo on power point in main meeting room 
(3) Complimentary registrations 
Gift presentation during lunch break 
Listing in workshop handouts 
Opportunity to distribute corporate gift items 
Display booth 
 
Gold ($1500) 
Recognition in FVBIA newsletter 
Recognition on FVBIA website and Facebook page 
Logo in advertising materials 
Recognition on power point in main meeting room 
Announcement during lunch break 
Listing in workshop handouts 
(2) Complimentary registrations 
Opportunity to distribute corporate gift items 

 
Silver ($1000) 
Recognition in FVBIA newsletter 
Recognition on FVBIA website and Facebook page 
Recognition on power point in main meeting room 
(1) Complimentary registration 
Opportunity to distribute corporate gift items 
 
Bronze ($500) 
Recognition in FVBIA newsletter 
Recognition on FVBIA website and Facebook page 
Recognition on power point in main meeting room 
Opportunity to distribute corporate gift items 
 
Exhibitor ($300) 
Exhibit Booth and (1) workshop registration  
Announcement during lunch break 
 
For sponsor or exhibitor inquiries, please contact 
Fraser Valley Brain Injury Association. 

 
Category:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Affiliation/Firm: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ___________________________ Prov. /State: ___________ Country: __________ Postal/Zip: __________ 
 
Phone: ____________________ Ext: _____________ Fax: _____________________ Email:  ________________ 
 

Please make cheques payable to Fraser Valley Brain Injury Association or pay online at: 

https://culturalconsiderationsworkshop.eventbrite.ca/  
 

201-2890 Garden Street, Abbotsford, BC, V2T 4W7 
Phone: 604-557-1913, Toll-Free: 1-866-557-1913 Fax: 604-850-2527, Email: info@fvbia.org Website: www.fvbia.org  
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Exhibitor Registration 

Booths are located in the same area as the presentations. 
 
Affiliation/Firm: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ___________________________________________ Prov. /State: ______ Country: ______ Postal/Zip: ___________ 
 
Phone: ________________________________________________Ext: _______Fax: _______________________________ 
 
Email:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name(s) of person staffing the booth: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please check all that apply 
 

 

 Exhibit Booth and One (1) full Workshop Registration    $_______________ 
Includes (1) full workshop registration and display area. 
$300.00 
 

 Additional Full Workshop Registrations.      $_______________ 
$ 95.00 
 
       Total Enclosed  $_______________ 
 

Please indicate how many tables and chairs you will require: 
 
   ______ Tables  _______ Chairs  ________ Electrical 
 

To register for a display booth, please include a cheque payable to Fraser Valley Brain Injury Association or pay online at: 

https://culturalconsiderationsworkshop.eventbrite.ca/ 
 

Please address any registrations and enquiries to: 
Fraser Valley Brain Injury Association 

201-2890 Garden Street, Abbotsford, BC, V2T 4W7 
Phone: 604-557-1913, Toll-Free: 1-866-557-1913 Fax: 604-850-2527 

Email: info@fvbia.org  Website:  www.fvbia.org 
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Workshop Location 

 Cascade Community Church, 35190 Delair Road Abbotsford, BC 

 

Local Accommodations 

 
Coast Abbotsford Hotel & Suites  
2020 Sumas Way, Abbotsford, BC  
Tel 604-853-1880 Fax 604-853-1951  
Res 1-800-716-6199 
 
 

 
 

Quality Inn 
36035 North Parallel Rd. Abbotsford, BC V3G 2C6 
Phone: 604 870-1050 
 
http://www.qualityhotelabbotsford.com/  

 
 
 
 

    Best Western Bakerview Inn 
     1821 Sumas Way, Abbotsford BC 
     Phone:  604-859-1341 
           

   http://www.bestwesternbakerview.com/accomodations 
  
 
 
 

 
The Sandman Inn & Suites 
32720 Simon Avenue 
Abbotsford, BC V2T 0B8 
Tel: 604 556 7263 Fax: 604 556 7253 
Toll-free: 1+800+SANDMAN (726 3626) 

    
 http://www.sandmanhotels.com/en/hotel/bc/abbotsford 

mailto:info@fvbia.org
http://www.fvbia.org/
http://www.coasthotels.com/hotels/canada/bc/abbotsford/coast_abbotsford/overview
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