
 
 

 

 

 
 

Opioid Abuse and Heroin Overdose Solutions Summit: 
Learning Together to Change Outcomes 

 

Presented by: 

Agenda 
May 23, 2018 

7:30 – 8:30   Breakfast, Networking, Vendors 
 
8:30 – 8:38 AM  Welcome - Introductions by Andrea Isom, WXYZ Reporter 

Kate Kohn-Parrott, GDAHC 
Willie Brooks, DWMHA 

 
8:38 – 8:40 AM  St. Mary Mercy Hospital, Presenting Sponsor 
 
8:40 – 9:00 AM “An Innovative Approach by the VA System: Using Complimentary and Integrative 

Modalities to fight the Opioid Epidemic”  
Bassam Batarse, MD, Medical Acupuncturist, John D Dingell VA Medical Center 

 
9:00 – 10:20 PM The Family’s Role - Our Youth, Schools, and Community 

Panel Discussion Moderated by Andrea Isom, WXYZ Reporter 
• Grenae Dudley, The Youth Connection 
• Monique Stanton, President and CEO, CARE of Southeastern Michigan 
• Hassan F. Abdallah, Executive Director, SAFE Substance Abuse Coalition 
• Lauryn Mitchell, A.C.T.I.O.N. Coalition Youth Taskforce Leader 
• Brian Spitsbergen, Director of Community Relations, Growth Works, Inc. 
• Gregory Gadbois, MD, Medical Director, Priority Health 

 
10:20 – 10:35 AM Break 
 
10:35 – 10:55 PM Why and How We Got Here, and What We are Doing About It 

Ranaldo Ollie, Assistant Special Agent in Charge, Drug Enforcement Agency 
 
10:55 – 12:15 PM Working Together to Influence Change 

Panel Discussion Moderated by Andrea Isom, WXYZ Reporter
• Cathy Gallagher, Diversion Program Manager, Detroit Field Division, Drug 

Enforcement Agency 
• Jeffrey A. Coady, Psy.D., ABPP, CAPT, United States Public Health Service,  

SAMHSA Regional Administrator  
• Judge Clifton, 25th District Court, Lincoln Park 
• Athina Siringas, Wayne County Prosecuting Attorney's Office, Deputy Chief Special 

Prosecutions 
• Inspector Emmitt McGowan, Assistant District Commander, Second District 

Headquarters, Michigan State Police 
• Patrick Stropes, Supervisor, Peer Recovery Support Services, Growth Works. Inc.

 
12:15 – 12:30 PM Collin Rose Award Presentation 
 
12:30 – 1:15 PM Lunch, Networking, Vendors 
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1:15 – 1:35 PM  MAPS Update & New Opioid Laws 
 Kimberly Gaedeke, Acting Deputy Director, Department of Licensing and Regulatory 

Affairs (LARA) 
 

1:35 – 2:00 PM “The Role of Acute Care Prescribing in the Opioid Epidemic” 
Calista Harbaugh, M. D., General Surgery Resident, University of Michigan, Michigan-
OPEN 

 
2:00 – 2:20 PM Educating the Medical Community- One Practice can make a difference in your 

community. 
 Dr. Abdulhassan Saad, Primary Care Physician 
 
2:20 – 2:35 Break 
 
2:35 – 4:05 PM Employers and Providers Are Making a Difference: Reaching Out and Changing Stigma, 

Updating Benefit Plans and Services 
Panel Discussion Moderated by Andrea Isom, WXYZ Reporter 
• Jerry Carson, UAW International Representative, Chaplaincy/ESSP, UAW-Ford National 

Programs Center 
• Beth Combs, Vice President of Clinical Operations, Health Management Systems of  

America 
• Duane DiFranco, Senior Medical Director, Blue Care Network of Michigan 
• Teresa Bartlett, Senior Vice President and Senior Medical Officer, Sedgwick CMS 
• Darlene Owens, Director, Substance Use Disorders Initiatives, Detroit Wayne Mental 

Health Authority 
• Dorrie Tompsett, ADA Specialist, Integrated Leave Management, Meijer 

  
4:05 – 4:15 PM  Review and Closing Remarks 
   Kate Kohn-Parrott and Willie Brooks 
 
4:15 – 4:30 PM  Networking and Vendors 


