
Program
Voluntary Assisted Dying 
Implementation Conference
8 – 10 May 2019

Conference – Day 1             Thursday 9 May  

Time Session

8.00am - 8.30am Registration

8.30am - 8.45am Auditorium

Welcome to Country
Speaker TBC

Welcome to conference
Julian Gardner AM, Chair of the Voluntary Assisted Dying 
Implementation Taskforce 

8.45am - 9.00am Auditorium

Official conference opening
Jenny Mikakos MP, Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services

9.00am - 9.45am Auditorium

Clinical perspective: Ontario, Canada
Associate Professor James Downar, Critical Care and Palliative Care Physician

9.45am - 10.30am Auditorium

Clinical perspective: Victoria, Australia
Dr Greg Mewett, Member of the Voluntary Assisted Dying 
Implementation Taskforce

Associate Professor Peter Hunter, Member of the Voluntary Assisted Dying 
Implementation Taskforce

10.30am - 11.00am Auditorium

Q&A session 
Associate Professor James Downar, Dr Greg Mewett & 

Associate Professor Peter Hunter

11.00am - 11.30am Morning tea

11.30am - 1.00pm Auditorium

Keynote session: 
Voluntary Assisted Dying Statewide Care Navigator Service 
Susan Jury & Melanie Van Diemen, Statewide Care Navigator Service

Statewide pharmacy service
Professor Michael Dooley, Director of Pharmacy, Alfred Health

Facilitated by Jarrod McMaugh, Member of the Voluntary Assisted Dying 
Implementation Taskforce

1.00pm - 2.00pm Lunch
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Voluntary Assisted Dying 
Implementation Conference
8 – 10 May 2019

Conference – Day 1 (continued)          Thursday 9 May  

Time Session

2.00pm - 3.45pm Breakout workshops

Voluntary assisted dying
models of care
 

Voluntary assisted dying
guidance for health 
practitioners

Community and 
consumer information

Room: TBA Room: TBA Room: TBA

Professor Margaret 
O’Connor AM, 
Felicity Topp &
Tricia Malowney OAM
Members of the Voluntary 
Assisted Dying 
Implementation Taskforce

Associate Professor Peter 
Hunter & 
Molly Carlile AM
Members of the Voluntary 
Assisted Dying 
Implementation Taskforce

Mary Draper AM  
Member of the Voluntary 
Assisted Dying 
Implementation Taskforce 
& Dr Bronwen Merner
Centre for Health Commu-
nication and Participation, 
La Trobe University

4.00pm - 6.00pm
Networking event This networking event will be for all 

registered participants of the 
conference. It will be the formal 
social event of the conference and 
will allow an opportunity for 
networking. Refreshments provided.

Level 1, Carson Conference Centre, 
535 Elizabeth St, Melbourne

7pm End of conference – Day 1
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Conference – Day 2               Friday 10 May  

Time Session

8.15am - 9.00am Registration

9.00am - 11.00am Auditorium

Keynote session: 
Oversight arrangements: Lessons from Ontario 
Dr Dirk Huyer, Chief Coroner, Ontario
Coroner Caitlin English, Coroners Court of Victoria

Oversight and monitoring arrangements for voluntary 
assisted dying in Victoria 
Justice Betty King, Chair, Voluntary Assisted Dying Review Board

11.00am - 11.30am Morning tea

11.30am - 1.15pm Auditorium

Keynote session:
Experience and reflections: Ontario 
Tanya Burr, Community Palliative Care Nurse Practitioner, Ontario

Implementing voluntary assisted dying in Victorian health services
Panel of representatives from Victorian health services

Facilitated by Professor John Catford, Member of the 
Voluntary Assisted Dying Implementation Taskforce

1.15pm - 2.00pm Lunch

2.00pm - 3.00pm Breakout workshops

Aged care and
community 
services

Voluntary Assisted 
Dying Portal

Voluntary assisted 
dying and general 
practitioners

Community and 
consumer 
information

Room: TBA Room: TBA Room: TBA Room: TBA

Tricia Malowney 
OAM, Member of the 
Voluntary Assisted 
Dying Implementa-
tion Taskforce, 
Cate O’Kane, 
Consultant & 
Neeley Cordery, 
Care Connect

Briege Eva
Senior Project 
Manager, Safer 
Care Victoria

Dr Greg Mewett
Member of the 
Voluntary Assisted 
Dying Implementa-
tion Taskforce

Mary Draper AM
Member of the 
Voluntary Assisted 
Dying Implementa-
tion Taskforce &
Dr Bronwen Merner, 
Centre for Health 
Communication and 
Participation, 
La Trobe University

3.00pm - 3.15pm Short break
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Conference – Day 2 (continued)                  Friday 10 May  

Time Session

3.15pm - 4.15pm Auditorium

Q&A session 
Associate Professor James Downar, 

Dr Dirk Huyer, Tanya Burr, Julian Gardner AM, Judge King and 
Molly Carlile AM

Facilitated by Andrew Denton, media producer and presenter

4.15pm - 4.30pm Conference wrap up, evaluation and close


